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St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School, Southam 
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Inspection dates 20–21 January 2015 

 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Requires improvement 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Leadership and management Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Achievement of pupils Good 2 

Early years provision Good 2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school. 

 The headteacher provides very effective 
leadership. She has successfully established a 

united staff team that is fully committed to 
continued improvement. 

 With the support of an effective governing body, 

leaders have improved the quality of teaching. As 

a result pupils’ progress and achievement are now 
good.  

 Standards in English and mathematics at the end 

of Year 6 are above average. 

 The highly effective marking of pupils’ work is 

underpinning the rise in standards. 

 As a result of good provision, children of all 

abilities settle quickly in the early years and make 
good progress. 

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is particularly good. They develop a 

good understanding of racial, religious and cultural 
diversity in modern Britain.  

 Pupils enjoy school and attendance is above 

average. Their good behaviour and attitudes 

contribute much to the strong sense of community 
in the school. 

 Sensitively planned work for disabled pupils and 

those who have special educational needs, together 

with very effective support by skilled teaching 
assistants, ensure that they make good progress. 

 Parents and carers are very satisfied with the school 

and the progress their children are making.  

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 The teaching of phonics (the sounds that letters 

make) in Key Stage 1 is not as good as in other 
age groups. Teachers do not always use teaching 

assistants effectively to support pupils in phonics 
groups. 

 Teachers do not place enough emphasis on 

improving basic literacy and presentational skills in 
pupils’ writing in Key Stage 1. 
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspector observed teaching and learning in eight lessons. All lessons were observed jointly with the 
headteacher.  

 The inspector observed the breakfast and after-school clubs, and made a number of short visits to 

classrooms. 

 Pupils were observed at break and lunchtimes. 

 The inspector held discussions with the headteacher, staff, pupils, three members of the governing body 

and a representative of the local authority. 

 Groups of pupils of different ages were heard reading. 

 The inspector took account of 18 responses to the Ofsted online questionnaire (Parent View) and 11 

responses to the staff questionnaire. The views of parents and carers delivering their children to school at 

the start of the day were also considered. 

 The inspector looked at the school’s policies, teachers’ plans, samples of pupils’ work, school improvement 
planning and records on behaviour and safety. Information on individual pupils’ progress and teachers’ 

performance, and records of meetings held by the governing body, were also looked at. 

 

Inspection team 

Kenneth Thomas, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 

 
 



Inspection report:  St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Southam, 20–21 January 2015 3 of 10 

 

Full report 

Information about this school 

 The school is much smaller than the average-sized primary school. 

 Most pupils are White British. 

 The proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs, at about 12%, is broadly 
average. A small number have statements of special educational needs. 

 About 15% of the pupils are supported by the pupil premium, which is additional government funding for 
disadvantaged pupils known to be eligible for free school meals or in local authority care. This is below the 

national average. 

 Children in the early years attend the Nursery for either morning or afternoon sessions, and then start 

attending school full-time in the Reception Year. 

 Pupils are taught in four mixed-age classes: Nursery and Reception; Years 1 and 2; Years 3 and 4; and 
Years 5 and 6. 

 There were too few pupils in Year 6 in 2014 to judge if the school met the government’s current floor 
standards, which set the minimum expectations for pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and 

mathematics by the end of Year 6. 

 The school provides daily breakfast and after-school clubs for pupils. 

 The school has experienced staff and leadership changes over the last two years. Three new teachers 

have joined since September 2012 and a new deputy headteacher was appointed in January 2014. 

 The headteacher joined the school as acting headteacher in April 2012 and was appointed permanent 

headteacher in September 2013. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve the teaching of phonics in Key Stage 1 by ensuring that: 

 all adults have the skills needed to consolidate and extend the progress made in the early years 

 teachers make full use of the support available from teaching assistants. 

 

 Raise standards in writing at the end of Key Stage 1 by increasing the focus on basic literacy and 

presentational skills in different types of writing. 
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Inspection judgements 

The leadership and management are good 

 The very effective headteacher has driven the school forward since the last inspection. She is fully 
supported by her deputy and other staff with leadership roles. There is an overwhelming determination by 

staff and governors to continue to improve teaching, learning and pupils’ achievement.  

 

 Key to the school’s improvement have been stabilising staffing and developing the roles and effectiveness 

of staff with leadership responsibilities. Teaching is better, standards are rising and behaviour has 
improved. Staff morale is high and all work together as an effective team. This demonstrates that the 

school has the capacity for further improvement. Parents spoken to during the inspection commented 
favourably on the positive changes and the direction the school is now taking. 

 

 Through regular checks on pupils’ progress, observations of teaching and scrutiny of pupils’ work, senior 
staff accurately identify what needs to improve. As a result they have a clear understanding of the school’s 

strengths and weaknesses and are able to take prompt action to make further improvements. They are 

fully aware that further training is needed to ensure consistency in the teaching of phonics in Key Stage 1. 

 

 Leaders recognise that decisions on staff pay and promotion must be justified by the impact of teaching 

on pupils’ progress. They have taken decisive action to tackle weaknesses in teaching. As a result, 
inadequate teaching has been eradicated. Teachers confirm that they are well supported through training 

to improve their skills and achieve their targets. 

 

 The school uses assessment information well to track the progress of the pupils. Leaders hold regular 
pupils’ progress meetings with class teachers and leaders to identify pupils who need extra help. Following 

the removal of National Curriculum levels, the school is collaborating with other local schools to implement 
a common approach to assessment. 

 

 Provision for disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs is managed well. Parents 
appreciate that the good support their children receive enables them to experience all the learning 

opportunities available. This reflects the school’s commitment to equality of opportunity and the successful 
elimination of discrimination. 

 

 The curriculum prepares pupils well for the next stage of education and is well planned to support learning 
and raise achievement. It places an appropriate emphasis on the development of literacy and numeracy 

skills, and is enhanced by the use of educational visits and visitors into school. The curriculum is in the 

process of being developed to provide more meaningful links between subjects. 

 

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted exceptionally well. Mutual respect and 
the celebration of diversity are central to the ethos of the school. Pupils are taught to understand and 
respect people from different faiths and cultures, and are prepared well for life in modern Britain. Through 

participation in elections, for example to the school council, they develop an understanding of 

representative democracy. 

 

 The pupil premium is used effectively to provide additional support for disadvantaged pupils to ensure that 

any attainment gaps between these and other pupils are closed. The primary school sports funding is 
being used well, for example to subscribe to the local sports partnership and increase the range of sports 

clubs and activities offered to pupils. Pupils say that they enjoy their sports sessions and being involved in 
competitions.  

 

 The local authority has provided effective help for the school since the last inspection. For example, 
through training and working alongside staff, it has contributed to the improvement in the early years.  

 

 

 The governance of the school: 

 The governing body provides the school with considerable expertise and a high level of support. All its 

members are very committed to the school’s ongoing success. Governors have an accurate picture of 
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how well the school is doing and know how its performance compares with that of other schools. 
Training is up to date and governors hold the school to account and challenge school leaders about 

areas for improvement. They understand that staff pay rises and promotion must be linked to pupils’ 
progress. 

 Financial management is secure and governors ensure that pupil premium funding is used for the 

intended purposes.  

 Governors fully meet their duties, including those related to safeguarding. They make sure the school’s 

arrangements for child protection and pupils’ safeguarding are very effective and meet all current 
requirements. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

Behaviour  

 The behaviour of pupils is good. They understand the school’s expectations of behaviour and the vast 
majority conform willingly to the requests of teachers. They are eager to learn and work well with each 

other in lessons.  

 

 Pupils are proud of their school and behave well as they move around at break and lunchtimes. Pupils and 

parents who spoke to the inspector said that behaviour is typically good in school. Exclusion is used only 
as a last resort and is rare.  

 

 Pupils are keen to contribute to the school community and take their responsibilities as school councillors, 
house captains and play leaders very seriously.  

 

 Pupils who take part in the well-run breakfast and after-school clubs enjoy the range of activities provided. 

Behaviour is good in these clubs. They are well supervised and contribute well to the good quality of care 
and support the school provides. 

 

 Attendance is above average. Pupils’ attitudes to learning are usually good, but occasionally in phonics a 
few lose focus when teachers’ explanations of learning go on too long.  

 

Safety  

 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good. Pupils have total confidence in the adults who 

look after them and say that they feel safe in the school. This view is shared by all of the parents who 
responded to the Parent View questionnaire and those spoken to during the inspection.  

 

 Pupils understand how to keep themselves safe in different situations. They are aware of the risks posed 
when using the internet and are clear about what they would do if they found something untoward on 

computers.  

 

 Pupils have a suitable understanding about different kinds of bullying, including physical bullying, cyber-
bullying and persistent name-calling. While they say that there have been a few incidents of bullying in the 

past, they are confident that adults will deal promptly with any of their anxieties or concerns. 

 

 The school has made particularly good arrangements to support pupils with complex needs and who may 

be potentially vulnerable. These include the effective use of specialist support and close links with external 
agencies. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Good teaching across the school ensures that all groups of pupils make good progress and achieve well. 

Previous weaknesses in teaching have been successfully tackled. 

 Teachers’ successful classroom management is based on good relationships with pupils and understanding 

of their individual abilities. This promotes good attitudes to learning and makes pupils want to try their 
best for their teachers. This is one of the reasons why pupils are making good progress and standards are 
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rising. 

 

 The impact of more consistently good teaching over time is seen in the work in pupils’ books and in the 

many displays of their work in corridors and classrooms. 

 

 In most lessons, teachers use their good subject knowledge to plan work that is generally at the right 

level of difficulty for pupils of different ages and abilities. In a successful English lesson with Year 5 and 
Year 6 pupils, for example, pupils made rapid progress in extracting information from text because the 

learning tasks were carefully planned to challenge all ability levels and the teacher constantly checked 
pupils’ understanding before moving on. 

 

 Exemplary marking provides pupils with clear guidance on how to improve their work, and teachers make 

sure that pupils respond to this advice. This underpins the good progress pupils are making. 

 

 The teaching of the most-able pupils is good. Lessons are generally well planned to ensure that these 

pupils are challenged through additional activities or tasks that enable them to achieve at a higher level. 

 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs benefit from the well-planned individual 
support from teachers and teaching assistants. Together they ensure that appropriate work is provided for 
these pupils. Skilled teaching assistants provide particularly good support for pupils with statements of 

special educational needs.  

 

 The teaching of mathematics is good across the school. Pupils are given many opportunities to apply and 
develop their numeracy and calculation skills in a variety of contexts.  

 

 The teaching of reading is very effective, especially in Key Stage 2. Regular quizzes on pupils’ reading 
motivate them to read more widely and more often. Writing is also taught well in Key Stage 2, with pupils 

making good progress in writing for different purposes and different audiences. However, progress in 
writing in Key Stage 1 slows when there is not enough emphasis on the basic literacy skills and the quality 

of the presentation of pupils’ writing.  

 

 The teaching of phonics in Key Stage 1 is not always as effective because of weaknesses in adults’ 
knowledge of how phonics should be systematically taught. Occasionally, teachers do not make the best 

use of teaching assistants to support pupils’ learning. 

 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Standards at the end of Key Stage 2 have risen over the last three years. In 2014, standards in reading, 
writing and mathematics were above average, with above average proportions of pupils reaching the 

higher Level 5 in each subject. These standards reflect both the good progress of the most-able pupils and 
the good achievement of all groups of pupils when their skills on entry to Year 1 are taken into account.  

 

 Because of the small cohort sizes, the performance of individual pupils can have a disproportionate effect 
on the performance of the school as a whole. This makes comparisons with national figures unreliable. 

Nevertheless, the proportion of pupils who make and exceed the expected progress compares well with 
national averages and pupils are well prepared for the next stage in their education. 

 

 Progress is most rapid in Years 3 to 6 where teaching is consistently good. Work in pupils’ English and 

mathematics books, clearly shows that pupils in Year 6 are making good progress and are on track to 
reach their challenging targets.  

 

 There has been an improvement in reading and mathematics at the end of Key Stage 1. In 2014, 
standards in mathematics rose to above average, while standards in reading rose and were average. 

However, standards in writing, although showing slight improvement, were below average. This is 
because there were weaknesses in some pupils’ basic literacy and handwriting. 
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 There are too few disadvantaged pupils supported by the pupil premium to make the usual judgement on 
their attainment at the end of Year 6 in reading, writing and mathematics without risk of identifying them. 

However, the additional support and resources provided for these pupils are securing good progress in 
both English and mathematics. 

 

 Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs make good progress. This is because the 
school successfully identifies their learning needs and ensures that additional support is carefully tailored 

to help meet them. This support is particularly effective in ensuring that pupils who have a statement of 

special educational needs make good progress. 

 

 The results of the phonics screening check at the end of Year 1 showed that in 2014 a lower proportion of 

pupils achieved the expected standard than was found nationally. This was not the case in 2013, when 
most pupils achieved the expected standard. The school is now tracking pupils’ phonic abilities more 

closely, having identified inconsistent teaching of phonics in Key Stage 1. 

 

 Pupils enjoy physical activity. Their health and well-being are enhanced by their participation in the wider 

range of sports activities now offered, including swimming.  

 

 Displays of pupils’ work show that they achieve well in a range of subjects. They produce good artwork, 

for example, and displays of topic work show the good development of creative and investigative skills, 

and their understanding of diverse faiths and cultures. 

 

The early years provision is good 

 The quality of education in the early years has improved since the last inspection and is now good. 
Pending the appointment of a new early years leader, leadership and management is presently being 

overseen by the headteacher. This arrangement is effective in ensuring the continuing drive for 
improvement. Links with parents have been strengthened and they are confident that their children are 

safe and secure because they receive good care and support from adults. 

 

 Because of the small size of each year group, children’s skills on entry to the Nursery and Reception 

classes can vary widely. While in general skills and knowledge are broadly typical for their age, in some 

years there are particular weaknesses in communication and language.  

 

 Good teaching enables children to make good progress and they are well prepared for Year 1. For a few 

children, progress in literacy is not quite as strong as in other areas. 

 

 Adults know individual children exceptionally well and keep close checks on their progress, which is 

recorded in well-maintained ‘learning journals’. Disabled children and those who have special educational 
needs make good progress because their individual needs are well known and they are provided with the 

support needed to meet those needs.  

 

 Children develop positive attitudes to learning because of the strong focus on developing personal and 

social skills. They learn to play well together and understand the need to share and take turns. The indoor 

and outdoor areas are used with enthusiasm, and adults make good use of well-chosen questions to 
develop children’s language skills.  

 

 The procedures for keeping children safe are secure, and regular checks are undertaken to make sure that 
equipment is safe. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that 

provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils 

are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or 
employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all 

its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not 
inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months 

from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires 
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to 

be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by 

Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing 
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s 

leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have 
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This 

school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 125708 

Local authority Warwickshire 

Inspection number 453452 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided 

Age range of pupils 3–11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 95 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Andrew Lambe 

Headteacher Jane Price 

Date of previous school inspection 23 January 2013 

Telephone number 01926 812512 

Fax number 01926 812512 

Email address admin3505@welearn365.com 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, 

work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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